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DD EE DD II CC AA TT II OO NN

tad-väg-visargo janatägha-viplavo
yasmin prati-çlokam abaddhavaty api
nämäny anantasya yaço ’ìkitäni yat
çåëvanti gäyanti gåëanti sädhavaù

On the other hand, that literature which is full of descriptions of the transcendental
glories of the name, fame, forms, pastimes, etc., of the unlimited Supreme Lord is a
different creation, full of transcendental words directed toward bringing about a
revolution in the impious lives of this world’s misdirected civilization. Such
transcendental literatures, even though imperfectly composed, are heard, sung and
accepted by purified men who are thoroughly honest.

(Srimad Bhagavatam 1.5.11)

In this way you have to understand, by studying carefully the philosophy. We have got
so many books now and I want all of my disciples to read them carefully. Soon we shall
be instituting Bhakti-sastri examinations and all brahmanas will have to pass. So
utilize whatever time you find to make a thorough study of my books.

(Letter from Srila Prabhupada to Upendra, 7th July 1976)

To

HHiiss DDiivviinnee GGrraaccee
AA..CC.. BBhhaakkttiivveeddaannttaa SSwwaammii PPrraabbhhuuppaaddaa

who intended that his disciples and followers

diligently study and apply his teachings

for the welfare of all
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Introduction

Welcome to the new MIHE Bhaktivaibhava Course and to your copy of the Student’s
Handbook, which you’ll be using in conjunction with your additional materials. These
materials are to last the duration of the course, so please look after them, perhaps writing
your name on the front.

Quite naturally, you’ll supplement these materials with your own notes. The following
recommendations may be helpful. This course has been structured about a set of clearly
defined aims and the following suggestions are based upon them.

Consider keeping:

(1) a personal journal (recording some of your innermost reflections). You could
also include some “mini-action-plans”, as a way to implement what we’ve
learned.

(2) a compilation of Krsna conscious analogies

(3) a preaching portfolio, consisting of arguments against the various non-theistic
philosophies and world-views.

(4) an anthology of verses and scriptural passages that have special significance for
you.

(5) a list of ways in which people (including sometimes our devotees) misuse sastra
(relating to our Aim of “Academic Integrity”)

More and more, ISKCON devotees recognise the need to not only appreciate our theology
but to successfully apply it in our personal and public lives. This calls for the development
of the corresponding skills and values and a deep assimilation of sastric knowledge. This
new course has been designed with these purposes in mind, and with a corresponding
emphasis on responsible and interactive learning. We therefore request you to not only
learn from others but to actively contribute towards a dynamic learning process.
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What is Sastric Study?

By the term “sastric study” we refer to the study of the Vedic scriptures (sastra), and
specifically the books of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Srila Prabhupada.
The importance of Srila Prabhupada’s books is encapsulated in the following excerpts
from ISKCON Law:

Srila Prabhupada,
the Founder-Acarya of ISKCON

Definition

To fulfill the previous acarya’s desire for a united worldwide preaching
organisation to expand Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s mission, Srila
Prabhupada founded the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness as a distinct branch of the Brahma-Madhva-Gaudiya-
Vaisnava sampradaya. Therefore he is the Founder-Acarya of
ISKCON.

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada is the
Founder-Acarya of ISKCON. This means that he is ISKCON’s link
with the Brahma-Madhva-Gaudiya-Vaisnava-sampradaya, that his
writings, oral teachings and exemplary actions remain the permanent
and irreplaceable basis for all subsequent teachings of ISKCON. He
is and will remain always the instructing spiritual master of all devotees
in ISKCON. (Law Revision committee 9.6.90).

Principles

1) Srila Prabhupada is the foundational siksa-guru for all ISKCON
devotees because he has realised and presented the teachings of the
previous acaryas of the Brahma-Madhva-Gaudiya-Vaisnava-
sampradaya appropriately for the modern age.

2) Srila Prabhupada’s instructions are the essential teachings for every
ISKCON devotee.

3) Srila Prabhupada’s books are the embodiment of his teachings and
should be accepted as the standard by all future generations of
ISKCON.
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The Four Sastric Degrees

Srila Prabhupada himself presented an outline for the study of scripture, as demonstrated by the
following excerpt from one of his letters:

There are several other references Srila Prabhupada made to these degrees, with some
variations. For this and other reasons, ISKCON devotes will hold different opinions as to what
should be the exact nature of the four courses. The VTE respects the fact that other devotees
may hold differing views. It intends and hopes that this course will be recognised by the
ISKCON Ministry of Education*, but also hopes that other devotee educational institutes write
their own ISKCON-approved courses.

The broad framework for the Four Degrees, largely based on this letter, is shown on the next page

Bombay
10 January, 1976

My Dear Svarupa Damodara,

Please accept my blessings. I beg to thank you for your letter
dated December 26th, 1975, and I have noted the contents
carefully.

Your plan to have the Bhaktivedanta Summer Institute in one of
our farms is a very good idea. . . .

. . . . brahmana means pandita. Therefore I am suggesting
examinations. Bhakti-sastri - (for all brahmanas) based on
Bhagavad-gita, Sri Isopanisad, Nectar of Devotion, Nectar of
Instruction, and all the small paper backs. Bhakti-vaibhava - the
above plus first six cantos of S.B. Bhaktivedanta - the above plus
cantos 7-12 S.B. Bhakti-sarvabhauma - the above plus Caitanya-
caritamrta.

These titles can correspond to entrance, B.A., M.A., Ph.D. So just
consider how to organize this Institute. At Mayapur we shall
finalize everything.

Hoping this meets you well.

Your ever well-wisher,
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
ACBS/tkg
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Overview of the Four Sastric Degree Courses

On the basis of Srila Prabhupada’s letter, the VTE has proposed:

A. Four consecutive courses, focusing on the books shown in the table below:

B. The above four courses are “nested”.
In other words, for any “degree”, the specific materials for previous degrees are also
studied. For example, Bhagavad-gita is studied throughout all four courses. This
suggests that from Bhakti Vaibhava onwards it will be studied in relation to the other
relevant books and at progressively higher levels.

1. Bhakti Sastri
Bhagavad-gita

Nectar of Devotion
Sri Isopanisad

Nectar of Instruction

2. Bhakti-vaibhava

The first six cantos
of

the Srimad Bhagavatam

3. Bhaktivedanta

The second six cantos
of

the Srimad Bhagavatam

4. Bhakti-sarvabhauma

The entire text
of

the Caitanya-caritamrta
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The Overall Purposes of Systematic Sastric Study

We have already touched on ‘Clarity of Purpose’, and three other principles expressing the
broad aims of a Krishna Conscious education (pages 14-15). In following these principles, the
VTE has developed an “Aims-driven” approach towards education.

The following is the VTE’s over-arching purpose in promoting the systematic study of Srila
Prabhupada’s books:

The educational Aims, to be fulfilled through the teaching process, are listed on the next page.
You may wish to compare them with the overall purpose written above.

________________________________________________________________________

The Overall Purpose of Systematic ®astric Study

To nurture the evolution of a brahminical, Krishna-conscious leadership,

whose members are expert in the study and assimilation of ®astric

knowledge and are proficient in its application - in their own lives,

in helping others, and in perpetuating the mission of Srila Prabhupada.

Srila Prabhupada: “If you have no goal, it is simply useless. There is the example:
‘A man without any purpose is like a ship without a rudder.’ An airplane normally goes
with an aim to land in some country. But if he flies on without any known destination,
then there will be disaster. So without an aim, what is the use of practice?”
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The Twelve Aims of Systematic Sastric Study
The following Aims apply to all four VTE Sastric degrees, starting with Bhakti Sastri. These Aims are
weighted differently for each of the four main courses (please refer to page 36 for more details)

1. To help students memorise and recall the (theoretical) knowledge which forms the
foundation of their ongoing progress in Krishna Consciousness

2. To deepen students’ understanding of the Krishna consciousness theology, particularly
through studying it from a wide range of perspectives and through developing
thoughtfulness and introspection

3. To help students apply the Krishna Consciousness theology, with reference to:
(a) their external practices
(b) their inner development

and to help them develop appropriate Vaishnava qualities and behaviour

4. To enhance devotees desire and ability to preach effectively.

5. To help build and maintain students’ faith and conviction in:
(a) the process of Krishna consciousness
(b) the sastra as its foundation

6. To simultaneously cultivate within devotees:
(a) wholehearted acceptance of the spiritual authority of shastra
(b) a mood of open and honest inquiry and a desire to factually understand and

realise the import of Vedic knowledge

7. To help create learned Vaishnava theologians who are expert in assisting the Society
through application of sastric knowledge to a wide range of personal, social, moral, topical
and theological issues

8. To develop students’ analytical, interpretative and evaluative skills, particularly in respect
of the practical application of sastric knowledge

9. To facilitate devotees in: (a) understanding and appreciating the mood and mission of
Srila Prabhupada

(b) perpetuating that understanding within the Society
and its members

10. To ensure that devotes develop moral and academic integrity in the interpretation,
evaluation and application of sastric knowledge

11. To encourage students to take responsibility for their learning and develop healthy study
habits by:

(a) enhancing their desire to study Srila Prabhupada’s books
(particularly by nurturing their appreciation of shastra and sastric
study, and by demonstrating sastra’s relevance to everyday life)

(b) equipping them with the appropriate learning skills

12. To equip students with the ability to see through the eyes of shastra, and with a Krishna
conscious worldview. Ultimately, to assist the students in realising scripture, and in seeing
Krishna, at all times and in all places.

N.B. For quotes from Scripture supporting these Aims please refer to pages.
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The Aims of Sastric Study in a Nutshell

Each Aim for sastric study is expressed in a few words as follows. Each of these Twelve Aims has its
corresponding Objectives. It is essential that students also understand these 12 categories by referring as
needed to the Aims, on the previous page, and, if possible, the corresponding Objectives on pages 28-30)

Each Aim is also denoted by a two or three letter code, as shown below and used in the Homework
Questions. Students should try to

1. Knowledge (Memory and Recall) Kno

2. Understanding Und

3. Personal Application PeA

4. Preaching Application PrA

5. Faith and Conviction F+C

6. Authority Aut

7. Theological Application ThA

8. Evaluation Eva

9. Mood and Mission M+M

10. Academic and Moral Integrity AMI

11. Responsibility for Learning RfL

12. Sastra Caksus SC

Please note:
(1) Aim number 11 is broken down into two halves, namely:

11(a) “Taste/Appreciation/Relevance” TAR
11 (b) “Study Skills” SSK
The first is largely about motivation (and relates to values) and the second
about acquiring the appropriate learning skills

(2) Aim number 12 includes “Realisation” Rea
Although Sastra Caksus ultimately means and requires full realisation, this
aim is also delivered at different levels leading up to full realisation of the
Absolute Truth.
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The Relevance of Our Knowledge and Value Aims

S K I L L S

PERSONAL APPLICATION PREACHING & THEOLOGICAL
APPLICATION

KNOWLEDGE

Remembrance of slokas for personal
use, especially in times of
crisis/decision. Celibacy essential.

Can recall slokas and references
for teaching, speaking, etc.
Preaching is then suitably
authoritative

UNDERSTANDING
Questioning our own perception and
understanding of the truth (in
preference to questioning the
validity of sastra itself)

The ability to respond
thoughtfully to discerning
people.

K
N

O
W

L
E

D
G

E

REALISATION
(SASTRA CAKSUS)

The ability to see Krishna and
factually realise all the imports of
Vedic knowledge

The ability to present Krishna
Consciousness just suitable to
the audience, speaking from
experience and the heart

MOOD & MISSION
Clear sense of personal identity and
purpose (in relationship to Society
and its broader traditions)

Clear and balanced sense of
mission, as member of ISKCON.
Can constructively address
internal theological issues.

ACADEMIC & MORAL
INTEGRITY

Personal honesty required, as basis
of brahminical qualities. Real
knowledge requires purity, honest
self-examination, etc.

The honest application of
scripture, avoiding self-
motivation and distortion.
Society’s representatives have
credibility

AUTHORITY

Promotes the appropriate attitude
towards authority, avoiding both a
challenging attitude and blind
acceptance.

Avoidance of fanaticism and
speculation/compromise;
thoughtful acceptance of
authority will help promote
Krishna Consciousness

EVALUATION
Ability to make appropriate choices
in personal life

Ability to give advice/counsel etc.
that is actually relevant &
practically useful to society

RESPONSIBILITY FOR
LEARNING

Promotes personal responsibility
and self-reliance. Helps students
develop a taste for study

Enables students to become
respectable and learned
theologians and to develop a
brahminical leadership

V
A

L
U

E
S

FAITH &
CONVICTION

Essential for addressing the ‘inner
life’ (so easy to neglect) and for
sustaining our own spiritual
development

Teaching and preaching will
carry real weight without being
overbearing
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f. Demonstrates the values worthy of a preacher/minister (compassion, tact, etc.).
g. Demonstrate academic integrity (see Objective 10).

5. Faith & Conviction

students should be able to:

a. Demonstrate faith in sastra.
b. Describe how the practices and principles included in scripture work for them
c. (and not simply everyone else).
d. Reasonably explain why they are convinced.
e. Demonstrate thoughtfulness and consideration in their approach towards scripture.
f. Demonstrate understanding and realisation of sastra.
g. Honestly express doubts, even of elementary facts and concepts.
h. Express their faith/conviction/realisation in their own words.

6. Authority

students should be able to:

a. Demonstrate acceptance of the authority of scripture.
b. Explain with reason and logic the need to accept Vedic authority.
c. Explain why they personally accept Vedic authority.
d. Explain, with reference to scripture, the need for a mood of open and honest inquiry.
e. Reasonably express their doubts about scriptural statements, and explain how they deal with

them.
f. Appropriately deal with apparently contradictory or ambivalent statements, or those that

appear to contradict commonsense, modern science, etc.
g. Examine and explore the content of scripture from a wide range of perspectives.

7. Theological Application

students should be able to:

a. Select references appropriate to a range of moral, social, topical, personal or theological issues.
b. Demonstrate how the Krishna Conscious theology, often expressed in terms of the Vedic social

context, is relevant today and in a different cultural setting.
c. Identify the principles and values behind Vedic and Vaishnava injunctions, and (other)

context-relevant instructions and apply them according to time, place and circumstance, and
specifically within the contemporary context.

d. Present Krishna Conscious principles, values and conclusions in a way that is accessible to the
intended audience

e. Demonstrate an understanding of topic, particularly through an ability to express in their own
words

f. Present sound logical arguments
g. Demonstrate the values worthy of a preacher/minister (compassion, tact, integrity, etc.).

8. Evaluation

students should be able to:

a. Determine the merits and/or de-merits of any action or response to a particular situation.
b. Demonstrate awareness of the need to consider the consequences of any action.
c. Identify appropriate/relevant scriptural references.
d. Consider apparently conflicting references and to still draw a conclusion (preferably)

consistent with both.
e. Identify the principles behind Vedic and Vaishnava injunctions and ascertain any order of

priority.
f. Draw on a wide range of principles in order to determine an appropriate response to any given

situation.
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g. Examine a situation and/or response to that situation from a wide range of perspectives.
h. Demonstrate values consistent with devotional life and as endorsed by scripture.
9. Mood and Mission

students should be able to:

a. Explain how a verse/purport/statement relates to and/or reflects Srila Prabhupada’s mood and
mission.

b. Explain how Srila Prabhupada’s translations and purports give insight into his mission and
that of ISKCON.

c. Evaluate Srila Prabhupada’s conduct and his attitude towards practice (rules and regulations
etc.) in the light of traditional Gaudiya Vaishnava theology.

d. Identify the main principles upon which Srila Prabhupada’ mission is built and relate these to
corresponding scriptural references.

e. Apply scripture to compare and contrast attitudes and behaviour worthy of members of
ISKCON with those which are inappropriate.

f. Identify how Srila Prabhupada’s personal qualities (as exhibited through his mood and
mission) relate to scripture.

g. Determine the role that Srila Prabhupada’s books play in furthering his mission, and
in the lives of his followers

10. Academic Integrity

students should be able to:

a. Recognise and identify use of scripture which demonstrates a lack of academic integrity
(according to the common mistakes we have identified (please refer to page 95).

b. List and explain the common ways of misusing scripture.
c. Exercise academic integrity in the use/application of scripture.
d. Differentiate between the different categories of scriptural content.

11. Responsibility for Learning

students should be able to:

a. Demonstrate heart-felt appreciation of:
- Scriptural verses/passages
- Scriptural study (especially with devotees)
- The relevance of scripture to his/her personal life
- The contribution that the Lord, the Parampara, Srila Prabhupada and
- ISKCON have made towards their lives through scripture

b. Enthusiastically relate the contents of scripture to their personal lives
c. Demonstrate an ability to study by themselves, and to initiate taking guidance from, or

learning with, others when needed
d. Apply the skills modelled by the facilitator, and demonstrate initiative in developing their

own study methods.

12. Sastra Caksus/Realisation

students should be able to:

a. Recall and apply verses appropriate to situations in which they find themselves.
b. Identify KC verses, stories, etc., related to the things of the world.
c. Demonstrate the correct Vaishnava attitudes and perspectives towards situations.
d. Demonstrate appreciation of how Krishna is working in and through the world.
e. Appreciate the imminence of Krishna — how he is present with us in the world.
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f. Identify Krishna Conscious truths, principles, values etc. in other philosophies/theologies,
and in other aspects of human culture (e.g. literature).

g. Identify the Krishna Conscious truths, principles, values, etc. they perceive in the natural
world.

h. Explain their own realisation of sastra, relating it to their own experience and
demonstrating integrity of thought, word, feeling and action.
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Ourselves Expectations of the Course

Use the box below to write down what you expect from the course (in terms of what you
hope to achieve, rather that regarding the teaching style). Consider what you’d like to be
able to do at the end of the course (something that you can’t do now or would like to do
better). Jot down a few notes.

Now consider how your responses above relate to our Aims. Perhaps compare your
responses to the remarks in the table on the previous page, and use the space below to
make a few notes. Ask such questions as, Are there some I have given great emphasis to?
Are there some not relevant to me? Do I have any aims not included in the list?

My Expectations
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GENERIC HOMEWORK QUESTIONS

There are no rigidly defined answers for these questions. Your facilitator may want to discuss
answers in class, time permitting. Keep in mind also that by answering these questions you are
training yourself to read in an active way.

1) Choose one verse/passage from this section which you find difficulty in understanding
— examine and explain why. (Und)

2) Choose one verse/passage in this section which you don’t understand so well/fully. Identify
and write down up to three questions which, if answered, would help you to better
understand the subject. (Und)

3) Write down what you consider to be the main philosophical points of this section.
Identify some of the specific Sanskrit words/ phrases that directly relate to these main
points. Make a note of any especially significant statements made by Srila Prabhupada.
(Und/ SSK)

4) Explain how this section of verses relates to the last section of verses.
(Und/ SSK)

5) Choose one verse or statement from this section which, if applied, would enhance your
own Krishna consciousness. Write down a plan for doing this. (PeA)

6) Identify one verse/passage etc. that appears to “speak to you directly” (i.e. seems just
relevant to you, and your current situation, challenges, etc). Explore and write down one
thing you could do based on this to improve your spiritual life. (PeA)

7) Choose 1/2/3* (*delete as required) personal qualities mentioned in this section. Write
down the specific behaviour traits that demonstrate this quality. Explore how well you
are doing in developing this quality (perhaps even ask a devotee friend). (PeA)

8) Of all the Vaishnava qualities listed in this section, choose those in which you feel most
challenged. Write down your behaviour/attitudes that demonstrate this. (PeA)

9) Choose a verse or passage from the section which you feel enhances your faith and
conviction in Krishna Consciousness and/or Srila Prabhupada (and the disciplic
succession) (F+C)

10) Choose verses (or parts of verses) in this section which you consider most useful in
preaching. Explain why and discuss. (PrA)

11) Identify one statement which appears to be contradictory to popular contemporary
thought (values, opinions, etc.). Explain how you would present it to an audience of
non-devotees in such a way as to be tactful but not compromising our principles and
values. (PrA)

12) Considering the (many) current topical issues in society, choose a verse/passage that
could constructively contribute towards that debate. Explain why you chose this
verse/passage. (Th.A)
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13) Choose one verse or passage from this section which reflects Srila Prabhupada’s Mood
and Mission (or just one of these). Write a paragraph or two exploring this. (M+M)

14) Choose a verse or passage that relates to a difference of practice between members of
ISKCON and those belonging to its broader tradition (e.g. Hinduism in general, other
Vaishnava traditions, other Gaudiya Vaishnava traditions). Explain how those practices
differ and explore reasons for the differences. (M+M)

15) Choose one verse that you feel is pertinent to Srila Prabhupada’s life and/or ISKCON’s
mission. Explain what it means to you and how it affects your life. (M+M, PeA)

16) Select one verse/passage that you consider is relevant to ISKCON’s development and
explain. (M+M, Th.A).

17) Choose one verse in this section, and identify and explain how it is or could be misused
(one example is enough). Then identify and explain the fallacy. Finally, disprove it.
(AMI)

18) Choose one verse/passage from this section. Explain how it could be used to support
non-Krishna conscious behaviour. Analyse the arguments (are they honest, logical, well-
supported, etc.?) (AMI)

19) Choose one verse or statement in this section that could serve as a trigger for helping you
remember sastra in certain situations. Identify and briefly describe those situations.
(SC)

20) Choose one verse/passage in this section that reminds you of something written by a
person outside of the Vaishnava tradition (e.g. a play or poem). Evaluate their
statements in the light of Krishna consciousness. (SC)

21) Choose one verse in this section about which you feel you have some realisation.
Explore and discuss your insights and realisations. (Rea)

22) Choose one verse/statement from this section which you have difficulty in accepting, or
which raises doubts in your mind. Try to identify why. (Auth, F+C)

23) Choose one verse/passage that you have difficulty accepting (for example, it may appear
illogical or exaggerated). Write a paragraph on how you deal with such scriptural
passages (perhaps describing your thoughts, feelings, etc.). (Aut)

24) Choose a verse that is relevant to some dilemma or difficult choice you’ve had in life.
Explore how scripture might be useful in ascertaining what is your best course of action.
(Eva)

25) Choose a verse in this section that is relevant to Aim Number (specify 1–12) and explain
why. (RfL, plus whatever Aim you specify)

26) Choose a verse/passage from this section which you really like, which inspires you
and/or which stands out for you. Identify and explain why or how. (T/A/R)
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SPECIFIC HOMEWORK QUESTIONS CANTO THREE

Read the verses with purports and answer the following questions. Take into consideration
the purports of the verses within ( ).

Class One, Chapter One, Verses 1-16.

1. Why does Vidura call Duryodhana “offense personified”. How does this
characteristic of Duryodhana’s apply to all conditioned souls? (13)

2. Describe why Vidura left the king’s court. Was this neglect or his duty? Explain
your reasoning (16)

Class Two, Chapter One, Verses 17-24

1. Explain why it was necessary for Vidura’s own spiritual advancement that he go
on pilgrimage. Explain any parallels between this and Srila Prabhupada’s desire for the
advancement of the devotees within Iskcon (17)

2. From these verses, extract and list what you consider the five most essential
points about the Deity, temple, or holy place where a Deity is worshipped (17-18, 23).

Class Three, Chapter One, Verses 25-45

1. Choose one of the personalities about whom Vidura enquired from Uddhava,
and, after gathering some further information about that person from the Bhagavatam or
other sastra, write a paragraph about that person.

2. Compare Vidura’s realization about dependence and compare it to Dhrtarastra’s
realization, which caused Vidura to lament. (41-42).

Class Four, Chapter Two, verses 1-6.

1. Write a list of five of Uddhava’s exalted qualities. Write one sentence on each
quality that you have chosen.

Class Five, Chapter Two, Verses 7-15.

1. Philosophically explain the Lord’s appearance and disappearance (7, 15)
2. Explain Uddhava and the Yadu’s mood in relationship to the above philosophical

viewpoint (8)

Class Six, Chapter Two, verses 16-34

1. Chose one of the pastimes mentioned within these verses and read more about it.
Be prepared to speak briefly on the pastime that you choose.

Class Seven, Chapter Three, Verses 1-28

1. Chose one of the pastimes mentioned within these verses and read more about it.
Be prepared to speak briefly on the pastime that you choose
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Class Eight, Chapter Four, Verses 1-13

1. Describe and contrast the spiritual position of Uddhava and Maitreya Muni. (9-
11).

Class Nine, Chapter Four, Verses 14-36

1. Explain and give examples of the “contradiction” in Lord’s behaviour that
Uddhava describes (16-17).

2. Explain and contrast the qualities and characteristics of Vidura and Uddhava
(23-24).

3. Considering the exalted position of Uddhava, why did he request Vidura to hear
from Maitreya (25-26)?

4. Explain in a sentence each three points about the Lord’s departure from the
world (29-30, 33-34).

Class Ten, Chapter Five, Verses, 1-16.

1. List each of the questions Vidura asks Maitreya in these verses.
2. Explain Vidura’s comment and request in Text 10. (10)
3. From Texts 11-15 and their purports, choose and write down any five sentences

glorifying krisna-katha that you find especially powerful.

Class Eleven – Chapter 5, verses 17-38

1. Define and explain in a simple fashion out of eight of the following terms:
one without a second (23), the only seer (24), cause and effect in the cosmic manifestion
(25), seeds of universal manifestation (27), Mahat-tattva (27), False-ego (29),
electricity” (36), Controlling deities (38)

Class Twelve, Chapter Six, verses 39-51

1. Write a short paragraph glorifying the Lord’s lotus feet (39-45).
2. Write a short paragraph glorifying devotional acitivites (46-47).
3. Explain the demigods request in text 51.

Class Thirteen, Chapter Six, Verses 1-10.

1. As explained within this section, describe the Lord’s role in the creation.
2. Explain the relationship between the Lord, the virata-rupa, and the material

creation.

Class Fourteen, Chapter Six, Verses 11-34.

1. Briefly describe the relationship, as well as the significance of the relationship,
between the viratarupa and varnasrama system. (30-34).
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Class Fifteen, Chapter Six, Verses 35-40

1. Express in a short paragraph the conclusion of this chapter, as it is expressed
within verses 35-40.

Classes Sixteen, Chapter Seven, verses 1-14

1. Explain in your own words four of the questions Vidura asks Maitreya in Texts
2-6.

2. State Vidura’s questions to which Maitreya is replying in verses 8-14. Then, in a
simple fashion, explain Maitreya’s answer.

Class Seventeen, Chapter Seven, Verses 15-42

1. Explain in one brief sentence Vidura’s words to Maitreya in Texts 15 through 20.
2. List in your own words ten of the questions that Vidura asks Maitreya in texts 15

through 38.

Classes Eighteen, Chapter Eight, Verses 1-33

1. Why does Maitreya Muni describe the history of his own hearing of the
Bhagavatam? (7)

2. Explains in essence the difference between Maitreya Muni’s account of the
creation in Chapter Eight and his account in Chapter Six.

3. From the description given with this Chapter, describe the beauty of Lord Visnu
in one sentence.

Class Nineteen, Chapter Nine, verses 1-10

1. Describe, in a sentence each, two glories of the Lord that are spoken by Brahma
in verses 1 through 5.

2. List, in a sentence each, the plight of materialists as described in verses 6-10

Class Twenty, Chapter Nine, Verses 11-25

1. From verses 11-13, describe what does and does not truly satisfy the Lord? (11-
13)

2. From verses 14-19, list five of the reasons that Brahma takes shelter of and offers
his obeisance’s to the Lord.

3. Delineate Brahma’s requests made in Verses 20-25.

Class Twenty-one, Chapter Nine, Verses 26-44

1. Briefly describe the Lord’s assurances to Brahma in verses 29-36.
2. Describe 2 points that struck you from the Lord’s reply to Brahma’s prayers,

verses 37-43. Explain why you chose those two specific points.
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Classes Twenty-two, Chapter Ten, Verses 1-30.

1. Briefly describe Brahma’s creation of the planetary systems (2-10)
2. In a sentence, describe the essential function of time (11-13)
3. List in brief all the varieties of creations (14-30)

Class Twenty-three: Chapter Eleven, Verses 1-42

1. Describe in one or two sentences the essential lesson learned from studying the
force of time.

Class Twenty-four, Chapter Twelve, Verses 1-19

1. Why is Brahma’s creation of ignorance required? (3)
2. Write in a sentence the rationale behind Brahma’s request from the Kumara’s to

procreate. Then write in a sentence the rationale behind the Kumara’s refusal.
Finally write a third sentence that expresses your conclusion as to whether the refusal of
the Kumaras was correct or incorrect. (5-6, 14)

3. Briefly describe a practical lesson we may draw from the “Rudra principle”. (11)

Class Twenty-five, Chapter Twelve, Verses 20-57

1. Why is illicit sex so strongly condemned? (28-33)
2. Contrast one of the creations of Brahma mentioned in verses 35-57 and describes

its purpose in relation to the entire creation as well as to the journey of the living entities
back to Godhead.

Class Twenty-six, Chapter Thirteen, Verses 1-13

1. Write two sentences describing the importance of hearing about the Lord and
His devotees (3-5)

2. Compare Manu’s acceptance with the Kumara’s rejection of Brahma’s order (10-
11)

3. What principle does the example of the 4 Kumäras indicate?
4. Describe the proper protection the head of a state must provide to the living

beings in the material world.

Class Twenty-seven, Chapter Thirteen, Verses 16-50

1. List points that you find significant regarding the Lord Varäha’s appearing, in the
form of a boar, from the nostril of Brahmä (26, 28)

2. List points that strike you as significant in the sage’s glorification of Lord Boar as
the personified Vedas (34-36, 44)

3. Comment on the conclusions spoken by Maitreya Muni, after he narrated the
lifting of the earth by Lord Varäha (48-50).
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Class Twenty-eight, Chapter Fourteen, verses 1-51

1. Summarize Prabhupäda’s instructions on marriage and the dealings between
husband and wife (16-21).

2. Write some points glorifying Lord Siva (24-29).
3. List qualities that Kasyapa predicts as future characteristics of the sons of Diti.
4. List qualities Kasyapa predicted as future characteristics of Diti’s grandson (46-

50).

Class Twenty-nine, Chapter Fifteen, Verses 1-19.

1. Explain the position and purpose of sense gratification as it is prescribed in the
Vedic literature (8).

2. Explain the natural freedom of anxiety possessed by the residents of the
Vaikuntha planets. (13-14).

3. Choose three elements mentioned in these descriptions of Vaikuntha that you
especially appreciate. Explain your choices. (15-19)

Class Thirty, Chapter Fifteen, verses 20-31

1. Choose three elements mentioned in these descriptions of Vaikuntha that you
especially appreciate. Explain your choices. (20-22)

2. Summarize in a simple way, the progression of thought as outlined in the verses
and purports, 22-25.

3. Explain in essence the relevance of Srila Prabhupada’s point about anger as
described in the verses and purport to 31.

Class Thirty-one, Chapter Fifteen, Verses 32-45

1. Explain in one sentence the principle cause of harmony as described in Verse 33.
2. Describe the five features present in the Lord that you find most attractive (37-

42)
3. Briefly describe the reaction of the four great sages upon directly seeing the Lord

(43-45).

Class Thirty-two, Chapter Fifteen, Verses 46-50.

1. Briefly explain why the Kumaras received the good fortune of the Lord’s personal
realization (46-47)

2. Describe in a sentence the characteristics of a pure devotee (48)
3. Why is a devotee even unafraid of going to hell? (49)

Class Thirty-three, Chapter Sixteen, Verses 1-12

1. From this section, write a short paragraph describing the nature of and the
dangers of offense.

2. From this section, write a short paragraph describing the nature of the Lord’s
relationship with His devotees.
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Class Thirty-four, Chapter Sixteen, Verses 13-25

1. Based on the words of the Kumaras in this section, explain in a short paragraph
the Kumaras puzzlement and final realizations after hearing the Lord’s words.

2. Describe, based on the words of the Kumaras in this section, the Lord’s affection
for His devotees.

Class Thirty-five, Chapter Sixteen, Verses 26-37

1. Explain from several points of view, as explained in this section, as well as the
previous chapter, the cause beyond the fall of the two gate-keepers.

2. Briefly explain the misfortune experienced by the Lord’s two gate-keepers as an
element in Krishna’s plan (37).

Class Thirty-six: Chapter Seventeen and Eighteen Verses 17.1.-31; 18.1-12

1. Explain the inauspicious signs in relationship to Kali yuga’s increase in demonic
population (17.15)

2. Briefly reiterate the demonic manifestations of Hiranyaksa’s mentality as
described in Chapter 18, Texts 3-5.

3. Describe that which is wonderful in the mentality of the Lord as it is described in
text 6.

4. Explain the anxiety of Lord Brahma and the solution that he suggested (18.22-
28).

Class Thirty-seven, Chapter Nineteen, verses 19.1-38

1. Explain the circumstances in which the Lord will allow and will not allow
Himself to be captured (24).

2. Describe in one sentence the method of becoming a Krishna Conscious authority
(32-33).

3. Describe your understanding of gratefulness, as described by Suta Goswami to
the sages (36).

4. Describe, in a sentence each, three glories of hearing krsna-katha (37-38).

Class Thirty-eight, Chapter Twenty, Verses 1-17

1. Briefly describe the glories of the holy dhamas. (4)
2. Describe the process of creation, from the very beginning until the creation of

Lord Brahma. (12-17),

Class Thirty-nine, Chapter Twenty, Verses 18-52

1. Describe, in a sentence each, the elements of Brahma’s first creation (18).
2. xplain the Lord’s reciprocation with His devotees’ desire to see Him (25).
3. Describe one of the creations of Brahma delineated in texts 39-52 as well as the

result of that creation.
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Class Forty, Chapter Twenty-one, Verses 1-12

1. Describe the proper practice of yoga and it’s goal. Why isn’t practicing astanga
yoga recommended in this age of Kali? (6-8, 12).

Class Forty-one, Chapter Twenty-one, Verses 13-21

1. Explain three points of significance in the great yogi Kardama Muni’s prayers to
the Lord, including the fact that he prays for the fulfillment of his material desires (14-17).

2. Explain the sense in which Krishna’s “wheel of time” spares His devotees (18).
3. What is the Lord’s purpose in creating the material world? (20-21).

Class Forty-two, Chapter Twenty-one, verses 22-34

1. List and explain 5 “predictions” with which the Lord blesses Kardama Muni in
this section of verses.

Class Forty-three, Chapter Twenty-one, Verses 35-36

1. Explain five characteristics of Svayambhuva Manu that Kardama Muni speaks in
this section that describe the service of the world’s rules, the ksatriyas.

Class Forty-four, Chapter Twenty-two, Verses 1-20

1. List and explain three characteristics of Kardama Muni’s, that Svayambhuva
Manu spoke in verses 1-7, that describe the qualities and service of the brahmanas and
their relationship to the ksatriyas.

2. List and explain three of the principles of marriage that Svayambhuva Manu
spoke in verses 8-16.

Class Forty-five, Chapter Twenty-two, Verses 21-39.

1. List and explain five characteristics of Svayambhava Manu’s opulent life in his
capital city of Bharhismati that may serve as guidelines for our own lives.

Class Forty-six, Chapter Twenty-three, Verses 1-11

1. List and explain five of the characteristics of Devahuti, as well as three
characteristics of Kardama Muni, that made them an exalted husband and wife.

Class Forty-seven, Chapter 23, Verses 12-57

1. Describe the ultimate, spiritual aspect within the husband-wife relationship that
is described within Verses 51-57.
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Class Forty-eight, Chapter 24, Verses 1-25

1. Describe the potency of the Lord that allows Him to appear in any way He
desires (6.

2. Describe the benefits that one achieves by carrying out the order of one’s
spiritual master (12-13)

Class Forty-nine, Chapter 24, Verse 26-34 and Verses 35-47

1. List and explain three points from Kardama Muni’s prayers, in Verses 26-34, to
his divine son Kapiladeva.

2. Explain the astounding fact that Kardama Muni left home to find God, although
the Lord had just appeared as his son! (35).

3. Write in one sentence the essence of Kardama Muni’s practices that carried him
to the level of perfection (43-44).

Class Fifty, Chapter 25, Verses 1-12

1. List five instructions in this section that you find most relevant for making
advancement in spiritual life.

2. Describe the results of being entangled within maya, The Lord’s illusory energy,
as well as the process of becoming free from maya (10-11).

Class Fifty-one, Chapter 25, Verses 13-27

1. Briefly in a sentence describe Sankhya’s goal.
2. In a sentence describe the prime principal that breaks material attachment and

awards success in Sankhya.

Class Fifty-two, Chapter 25, Verse 28-44.

1. Explain the relationship of the varieties of liberation to bhakti (34).
2. List what you consider the three most important principles of Deity worship that

are given in text 35. Explain your choices.
3. Briefly describe the relationship between Deity worship and liberation (36).
4. Explain a devotee’s mentality toward his next life (39-40).

Class Fifty-three, Chapter 26, Verses 1-18

1. Briefly explain the true purpose of studying the material energy? (1-2)
(pp1) By analytical study of devotional service, one becomes free from the modes of
material nature. Crossref.: BG Tato mam tattvato jnatva.

2. Explain the following terms in your own words: pradhana, mahat-tattva, avyakta,
and Brahman (10).

3. Describe the prime effects of the time factor (16).
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Class Fifty-four, Chapter 26, Verses 19-49.

1. Briefly explain in your own words the progress of creation described in texts 18-
31.

2.Briefly explain in your own words the progress and elements of creation
described from texts 32-49.

Class Fifty-five, Chapter 26, Verse 50-72:

1. Read the above verses and words the progress and the elements of creation
described from texts-50-72

2. How does this description of the creation differ in emphasis from the other
descriptions in Canto Three (Chapters 5-6, 8, and 20).

Class Fifty-six, Chapter 27, Verses 1-9

1. From within the verses and purports of this section, list five practical principles
that you feel are important for developing one’s Krishna Consciousness. Explain briefly
why each you’ve listed is important.

Class Fifty-seven, Chapter 27, Verses 10-16

1. Explain the relationship between verse 12 in this section and Verse 34, Chapter
9, Canto 2 (12).

2. Extract from this section a list of five elements that are characteristic of a liberated,
pure devotee.

Class Fifty-eight, Chapter 27, Verse 17-30:

1. Explain in your own words the questions that Devahuti is asking Kapila Muni in
texts 17-20.

2. Explain the example of the wooden sticks that Kapila Muni offers in text 23.
3. Explain the example of “dreaming” Kapila Muni offers in text 25.
4. What allows a soul to remain “in the world but not of it?” (26)

Class Fifty-nine, Chapter 28, Verses 1-7

1. Describe why the control of the mind is essential in yoga practice. In addition,
explain why focus of the mind upon Govinda is the perfection of controlling one’s mind.
Explain the best of processes to do so (6-7)

2. Choose any five of the practices of yoga mentioned in theses verses and explain
why each is important for yoga practice (1-5).

Class Sixty, Chapter 28, Verses 8-33

1. Explain the yogic practice in relationship to chanting Hare Krishna (8-12).
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2. Explain write down and describe three of the wonderfully attractive
characteristics of Krishna that are described in these verses, and tell why you think these
five are specifically wonderful (13-21).

3. Explain write down and describe three of the wonderfully attractive
characteristics of Krishna that are described in these verses and tell why you think these
five are specifically wonderful (22-33).

Class Sixty-one, Chapter 28, Verses 34-44

1. From these verses, write down three characteristics of the purified mind (34-36).
2. Write down the three characteristics of a self-realized soul from these verses that

you find most attractive. Explain your choices (37-44).

Class Sixty-two, Chapter 29, Verses 1-14.

1. Explain in your own words differences and similarities between devotional
service in each of the modes of nature (8-10).

2. Explain the characteristics of transcendental devotional service (11-14).

Class Sixty-three, Chapter 29, Verses 15-27.

1. Write down the three elements from the process of devotional service that you
find most wonderful. Explain your choices. (15-18).

2. Write a paragraph explaining the relationship between one’s worship of the Deity
and one’s dealings with others (21-26).

Class Sixty-four, Chapter 29, Verse 28-45

1. List the gradations of living entities, from lowest to highest, that Kapila Muni has
explained in verses 28-36. Explain why the Muni has listed these in this section of the
Bhagavatam.

2. The time factor is explained in texts 38-45. Explain in essence, in two or three
sentences, the Lord’s explanation.

Class Sixty-five, Chapter 30, Verses 1-19

1. Of the adverse effects of time described in this section, list he five that struck you
as most frustrating of frightening. Explain the reasons for your choices.

Class Sixty-six, Chapter 30, Verses 20-34

1. Explain the relationship between money and our enjoyment within this life and
the suffering we must undergo after death (29-32).

Class Sixty-seven, Chapter 31, Verse 1-21.

1. Choose three of the prayers from the list below and, in a sentence each,
summarize their essence (verse and purport): 12, 13, 16, 18, 20 and 21.
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Class Sixty-eight, Chapter 31, Verses 22-42

1. Explain the strong conclusion of this section in a short paragraph.
2. Explain the application of this conclusion to the life of a devotee (42).

Class Sixty-nine, Chapter 31, Verses 43-48

1. Explain death, as defined in this section. Explain the relevance of this
understanding to the life of a devotee (31.47-48).

Class Seventy, Chapter 32, Verses 1-22

1. Why is detachment from sense gratification recommended? (32.5-6)?
2. Explain reasons for the conclusion that Kapila Muni expresses in Verse 11?
3. Explain reasons for the conclusion that Kapila Muni expresses in Verse 22.

Class Seventy-One and Two, Chapter 32, Verses 23-43

1. List the quality of exalted devotees from verses 23-26 that you find most
appealing. Explain your choice.

2. Compare the practice of devotional service with jnana yoga, as explained in the
verse and purport of 32.

3. Extract out (and express in a sentence each) 3 points that you think are deeply
relevant from the verse and purport of text 42.

Class Seventy-Three, Chapter 33, Verse 1-37

1. Explain and resolve the contradiction Devahuti expresses in Verse Four.
2. Extract out (and express in a sentence each) 3 points that you think are deeply

relevant from the verse and purport of texts 6 and 7.
3. Explain the “practical example of how one can elevate oneself in spiritual

advancement by Krishna Consciousness that Srila Prabhupada describes in his purport to
Verse 22.
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CANTO THREE ----- SUMMARY/ OVERVIEW

RECAP FROM SECOND CANTO

O King, I shall in due course explain the measurement of time in its gross and subtle
features with the specific symptoms of each, but for the present let me explain unto
you the Pädma-kalpa…

• Çaunaka Åñi expresses to Suta Goswami the desire to hear about Vidura
• Çré Süta Gosvämé explained: I shall now explain to you the very subjects explained

by the great sage in answer to King Parékñit’s inquiries. Please hear them
attentively.

Chapter One
Question by Vidura

3.1.1 Sukadeva says that the question about time factor was asked by Vidura to Maitreya.

3.1.2-24 Sukadeva narrates the events leading up to Vidura’s meeting with Uddhava.

3.1.25-45 Vidura asks about the welfare of the Yadavas. He understands that Lord
Krishna’s energies caused the bewilderment of Dhrtarastra and he therefore even more
expresses the desire to hear about the Lord.

Chapter Two
Remembrance of Lord Krishna

3.2.1.-6 Sukadeva describes Uddhava’s elevated position. Uddhava is as a devotee since
childhood and shows all bodily symptoms of pure love.

3.2.7-34 Uddhava explains the Lord’s disappearance. His mood is one of separation and
lamentation and he thinks of his own devotion as insufficient due to such feelings.

3.2.23 aho baké yaà stana-käla-küöaà … jighäàsayäpäyayad apy asädhvé
lebhe gatià dhätry-ucitäà tato ’nyaà….kaà vä dayäluà çaraëaà vrajema

Uddhava ends his description of the Lord’s pastime in Vrindanvan with mentioning the
rasa-lila pastime.

Chapter Three
The Lord’s Pastimes Out of Vrindavan

3.3.1-11 Uddhava narrates the Lord’s pastime in Mathura and Dwaraka.

3.3.12-28 Uddhava narrates the Lord’s planning and acting out of the destruction of the
armies at Kuruksetra and then the destruction of His own people at Prabhasa.


